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CAMDEN PLANNING BOARD 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

July 6, 2017 
 
 
Members Present:  Chair Lowrie Sargent, Richard Bernhard, Richard Householder, John Scholz, and 
Alternate Members Jeff Senders and Mark Siegenthaler 
Members Absent:  James Elliott 
Select Board Liaison: Marc Ratner 
Staff: Jeanne Hollingsworth, Office Assistant for Codes/Assessing/Development 
 
 Mr. Siegenthaler will sit as a voting member for the evening’s business. 
 
Call to order 
Chair Lowrie Sargent called the meeting to order at 5:03 pm.   
 
1.  Public Input on Non-Agenda Items:  None 
 
2.  Minutes:  The June 15, 2017 minutes were reviewed by the Board Members. 

Chair Sargent entertained a motion to approve the minutes.  Richard Householder approved the minutes 
of June 15, 2017 as amended.  Siegenthaler seconded 6-0-0  
 
Chairman Sargent amended the Agenda, with Board consensus and the approval of the Applicant to 
move Item 4 ahead of Item 3. 

 
4.  SITE PLAN REVIEW:  GRADING of more than 10,000SF to CREATE A PRIVATE ROAD:  
CONTINUATION of Public Hearing 
 

Applicant:  Michael and Audra Geisler   
Agent: Bill Lane, Gartley and Dorsky Engineering and Surveying 
Location: Hosmer Pond Road 
  Tax Map 226 Lot 36-1   

 
Jeff Senders recused himself from the discussion of the Site Plan Review of Hosmer Pond 
Road for Michael and Audra Geisler, as he is an employee of Gartley and Dorsky Engineering 
and Surveying.   
Richard Householder recused himself from the discussion of the Site Plan Review of Hosmer 
Pond Road for Michael and Audra Geisler, as he did not attend the site walk. 

 
Applicant Michael Geisler was present to answer questions and was represented by Bill Lane, of 
Gartley and Dorsky Engineering and Surveying.  Lane provided a detailed update and revised Site 
Plan and Application to the Board based on information obtained during the Site Plan Review for 
Article XII Section 3 and Section 4: Supplemental Information review held on June 15, 2017 for the 
project for a proposed new access road to be located on a 50 acre site on the Easterly side of Hosmer 
Pond Road: 

 
• Section 3 (a) The Owners names are corrected 
• Section 3 (i) Two staging/yarding areas were designated on the C1 plan.   

Project site plan must show material borrowing area grading changes and sediment erosion 
control in borrowing area for final approval of Site Plan 

• Section 3 (l) Wetland were identified on C1  
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• Section 3 (p)  The Applicant is in the process of receiving a permit for the road entrance 
from ME DOT  

• Maine DEP Storm Water Permit is in process.   
• Section 4 (2) Use of Loam has been more fully identified on C-3 
• Section 4 (3) (a) The size of the culvert at the end of the road is shown to be 18” CMP and 

they will be joined with 45 degree elbows. 
 A lengthy discussion on the culvert connections was held and it was noted that ME 
DOT has  the final decision.   

• Section 4 (3)(c) Side washes and ditches are shown where the road connects to Hosmer Pond 
Road for direction 
Information must be added to show the last 10-12 feet of the road is protected from erosion 
where it intersects with Hosmer Pond Road. 

• Section 4 (4) add Plan Note is needed to show the intended use as a Christmas Tree Farm 
• Section 4 (4)  add Plan Note is needed to show that the property watershed is Goose River 

 
Chair Sargent read the procedures for a public hearing to those assembled.  Sargent discussed the 
site walk that took place earlier in the day and was attended by Bill Lane of Gartley and Dorsky, 
Applicant Michael Geisler, Sargent, Bernhard, Scholz, Siegenthaler and a neighbor that did not hike 
the site.  Jeff Senders recused himself from the hearing as he is an employee of Gartley and Dorsky.  
Householder also recused himself as he did not attend the site walk.   
 
Chair Sargent Opened the Public Hearing: 
 
Chairman Sargent opened the podium to public comment. 
 
1st Round of Public Comment:   
 
Seeing there were no comments, Chairman Sargent closed the first round of Public Comment and 
opened the 2nd Round of Public Comment: 
 
Seeing as there were no comments, Chairman Sargent closed the second round of Public Comment 
and opened for questions from the Board: 
 
2nd Round of Questions from the Board:    
 
Scholz asked the Applicant if customers will have access to the property.  Geisler responded that 
would not occur at this time. 
Sargent discussed briefly the role of the ME DOT in determining the road entrance connection to 
Hosmer Pond Road 
Scholz presented his concerns regarding water damage from past storms and felt that things had 
highly improved   
 
Chairman Sargent closed the round of questioning.    
 
Board Deliberation: 
 
SITE PLAN APPROVAL CRITERIA:  Continuation of Public Hearing 
Chair Sargent began the proceedings to review the Site Plan Approval Criteria for the application for the 
creation of a private road with grading of more than 10,000SF on Hosmer Pond Road for Michael and 
Audra Geisler.   
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(See Site Plan Approval Criteria Attachment) 
 
Members voting on the application are Sargent, Bernhard, Siegenthaler and Scholz  
 
Chairman Sargent motioned to approve the project for a private road with grading of more than 10,000 
SF off Hosmer Pond Road be approved in its entirety due to the fact that all the criteria was either proved 
satisfied or not-applicable and that the Site Plan is approved subject to the corrections cited in the 
minutes and the receipt of all the required permits.  Siegenthaler seconded. No Discussion.  Motion 
passed 4-0-0.   
 

3.  POSSIBLE ORDINANCE AMMENDMENTS FOR NOVEMBER 2017: Public Informational 
Meeting 
 
Chairman Sargent reviewed the updated wording for the Blasting Ordinance: 

1) Draft Blasting Ordinance:  
Page 1, Section 2 Permit Required:   (2nd line) “any blasting with explosive devices or materials 
for development purposes”   for development purposes was removed as it was deemed 
unnecessary wording.   
Item 2(b) The State has a standard definition for a quarry operation and therefore Camden does 
not need their own. 
Item C(3) Removed General Contractor as it was already included in C(1) 
Page 3:  (e) local notice can either be in print or in on-line editions of a newspaper   
Page 3:  (f) placement of blasting signs is only needed within 500 ft of the blasting site, as some 
properties are very large 
 
Scholz recommended that a recommendation be made to the select board.  Sargent requested 
Hollingsworth move ahead with advertising dates for the Public Hearing.  Hollingsworth will 
include July 20th & 27th and August 3rd as possible dates and notify Attorney Kelly of the 
pending Public Hearing.      
 

2) Amend Article XXII Site Plan Review:  
1)  Amend Section 2. Procedures by adding 5(b) regarding the hiring of consultants 

 
In order to have additional technical evaluation of project criteria the Board can request that 
the applicant hire additional consultants.  If the Board enacts this requirement it will be in 
cases where there is insufficient information to make an informed decision on an aspect of a 
project because expertise is needed.  Siegenthaler added that the intent is not to over 
regulate but to gain necessary information.  A second discussion on   the manner of vote the 
Board would undertake to enact the necessity of this request was held.  Senders was 
concerned that consensus decision making can easily become a time consuming process. 
Language will be included in the final draft on what type of vote will be required. Bernhard 
was concerned that a courtesy be given to candidates allowing them an opportunity to work 
with the Board in order to answer questions and then if needed produce an expert, at 100% 
their cost,  when asked.  Language on specific criteria for what constitutes a vote to hire a 
professional/consultant   should a need arise was reviewed.  Several historical instances 
were highlighted by Board members for when this would have been helpful in the past.  
Sargent reminded the membership this Technical Capacity gives the Board authority to 
request information if it is needed.  Bernhard presented a revision he drafted entitled 
Independent Consulting and Peer Review and feedback was given on the proposal.  A final 
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discussion on the way an Applicant is disclosed of the process was held.  Hollingsworth 
will clean up the language and numbering in the draft document for the Public Hearing.   

 
2) Amend Section 4. Supplemental Information by adding a requirement for Technical 

Capacity – new item (5) 
 
The section has been moved to be placed under Supplemental Information and is written 
with similar language drawn from the subdivision review section.  A discussion on the 
ability of the Board to request additional information was held.  The language remains 
unchanged but will be placed in a different section of the Ordinance.  The numbering 
format of the section will be corrected by Hollingsworth and it will listed be new item (4).   

5.  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:  VISION STATEMENT 
 

The State of Maine has requested that the Comprehensive Plan include a Vision Statement that 
remarks on the coming decade and how the Town of Camden envisions using and following the 
Plan as part of their ongoing process.  Chairman Sargent read a proposed statement that will be 
placed at the beginning of the document in order to not necessitate renumbering the entire 
document.  The Board agreed by general consensus to mark up the statement, provide comments 
and return the information to Hollingsworth to be revisited by the group at a later time.       

 
6.  DISCUSSION: 

 
1)   Minor Field Adjustments: None 
2)  Future Meeting Agenda Items:   

 Blasting Ordinance Public Hearing  
 Technical Capacity and Independent Consultant draft reviews   

3)  Pending Applications:  None 
4)  Other:  Bill O’Donnell will be asked to follow up with Matt Orne about prior Board 

 approval conditions that include sealing/painting the smokestack. 
Board Members should have all paperwork completed for renewals for the Select Board to 
review 
Sargent will ask to be on the Select Board Agenda for the meeting of July 18th to request 
formation of an Implementation Committee to work on maintaining and promoting the 
Comprehensive Plan.  
Discussion on membership and developing a questionnaire to be used with the application was 
held. Members are asked to forward suggestions for questions to Sargent who will develop a 
sample questionnaire for review.  
Development of a spreadsheet on the various groups and Town Committees will be discussed 
 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Sargent adjourned the meeting at 
 7:10 pm.  
 
Submitted, 
 
 
Beth Kwiatkowski 
Recording Secretary 
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